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Dear Friends and Benefactors,

N AUGUST 6th, Feast of Our Lord's Transfiguration, we were 
overwhelmed with a crowd of nearly 1,000 faithful along with visiting 

priests and religious who came from all across the country to celebrate our 
Silver Jubilee of 25 years of foundation. After our annual retreat, preached 
by His Excellency Bishop Fellay, a Pontifical Mass of Thanksgiving was 
celebrated, followed by a festive banquet served by our community. The 
next day, Minor Orders were conferred upon two of our monks studying 
for the priesthood, during a second Pontifical Mass.

YEARS of trials and hardships, and countless daily graces, have 
brought us to this present day as our community now numbers 

40 monks. Our Anniversary Mass of Thanksgiving included the special 
intentions of all our faithful friends and benefactors, without whom we 
would not have survived the last 25 years. May this special newsletter 
express to each and every one of you our most sincere gratitude for your 
constant and generous support which has allowed us to boldly move 
forward and continue building for the future of our two communities.
 May Our Lady of Guadalupe bless all of you for 25 years of 
fidelity to Holy Church and forever more,

Fr. Cyprian

His Excellency Bishop Fellay is assisted by Rev. Fr. Wegner, U.S. District Superior, 
Rev. Fr. Le Roux, Rector of St Thomas Aquinas Seminary, Rev. Fr. Themann, 

Rector of Holy Cross Seminary in Australia.
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A colossal tent accommodated our jubilee celebration on the exact emplacement 
of our future Abbey Church. With your help we will soon begin construction !
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Our Brothers studying for the priesthood received Minor Orders conferred by 
Bishop Fellay on Sunday August 7th during a second Pontifical Mass.  
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The anniversary celebration hosted an open house visit and a banquet served by the 
monks with abundant and talented family recreation provided by the community.
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Our 25th anniversary included the Annual Retreat, which Bishop Fellay preached for us. 
The retreat opened with the Solemn Reception of a Prelate, a series of conferences on the 
Holy Eucharist and the Spiritual Life, and the final blessing with the relic of the True Cross.
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A recent addition to our property was inaugurated with the blessing and raising of a 
towering cross. Thanks to Divine Providence and the great charity of several generous 
benefactors, the Monastery's land now spans more than one mile from East to West. 
The primitive road to the 7,300 ft. summit was travelled by foot and on horseback !
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Our community continues to grow spiritually with the reception and investiture of 
several new novices and professed hailing from Puerto Rico, Phoenix, Post Falls, 
San Jose, Los Angeles.... going henceforth by the hallowed patron saints' names 
of Br. Eugene, Br. Cajetan and Br. Ephrem, while Br. Gregory and Br. Alexander 
pronounced their religious vows in the presence of family and friends.
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Monastic vows are made upon the Rule of St. Benedict. Every monk will be 
judged at the end of his earthly life by this little "Rule for Beginners" which is a 
summary of the eternal teachings of the Gospels of Our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Besides the beautiful attractions of living the Faith solely for the love of God, the 
Rule also warns the monk of the difficulties and trials which lead us all to Heaven. 
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His Excellency Bishop de Galarreta visited for a progress report on the convent 
for our Benedictine Sisters. The commanding views from the convent's 50' tower 
inspires the contemplation of the beauty and vastness of God's immense creation.
In a meeting with our community the Bishop 
explained his expectations and gave his 
blessing to this important work. The projected 
date of completion is 2017 for the centenary 
of Our Lady of Fatima. As a permanent tribute
to the heavenly master of all our construction it 
will be called the Convent of St. Joseph.



11

Vocation retreats for young ladies interested in the life of cloistered Benedictine 
nuns have been taking place as the construction of the convent nears completion. 



How to help the Monastery
The growth of our monastic community, the construction work required for our present expansion 

and our ongoing apostolates depend entirely on charitable and goodwill donations.
Please send your donation in U.S. Funds:

Our Lady of Guadalupe Monastery
142 Joseph Blane Road    

Silver City,  New Mexico 88061
All donations are tax-deductible

www.ourladyofguadalupemonastery.com


